
 

 



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

• Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

• The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 
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Epiphany 

January 4 & 5, 2020 

 

Promises in Action: Savior of the nations. 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn From All that Dwell Below the Skies 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 250 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE FOR EPIPHANY 

 

M: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 

 

C: See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, 

 

M: But the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. 

 

C: Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Isaiah 60:1-3 

 

M: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

 

C: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.  Isaiah 9:2  

 
 
 Epiphany: The feast of Epiphany (coming from the Greek word for “to manifest” or “to reveal”) is 

one of the oldest Christian feasts. It originally commemorated four different events, each representing a 

revelation of God to man: 1) the Nativity, where the angels bore witness to the newborn Christ-child;  

2) the visit of the Magi, where Jesus was revealed to the Gentiles; 3) the baptism of Jesus, where God the 

Father declared Jesus to be his Son; and 4) the first miracle at the wedding in Cana, where Jesus’ divinity 

was revealed to his followers. As with other festival Sundays throughout the church year, the color for 

Epiphany is white. For more information on Epiphany, see pg. 29 of Understanding Lutheran Worship, 

found in the hymnal rack. 
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M: Our sinful nature delights in committing the deeds of darkness. Therefore let us approach God 

with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is 

no darkness at all. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress. 

 

C: He brought them out of darkness and the deepest gloom and broke away their chains.  

  Psalm 107:13, 14 

 

(sung) Hail, O Source of ev’ry blessing, Father of our human race! 

 Gentiles now your grace possessing, in your courts obtain a place. 

 Grateful now, we fall before you, in your Church rejoice to live, 

 See your glory and adore you, thankful for the grace you give. 

 

 Once far off but now invited, we approach your sacred throne, 

 In your covenant united, reconciled, redeemed, made one. 

 Now revealed to eastern sages, see the star of mercy shine, 

 Myst’ry hid in former ages, myst’ry great of love divine. 

 

 Hail, O all inviting Savior! Gentiles now their off’rings bring, 

 In your temples seek your favor, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and King. 

 May we, body, soul, and spirit, live devoted to your praise, 

 Glorious realms of bliss inherit, grateful anthems ever raise.  
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your one and only Son. 

Guide us also, who know him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect joy of your heavenly 

glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 60:1-6 

The LORD tells Israel that all nations will come to her light. 

 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come,  

 and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 

See, darkness covers the earth  

 and thick darkness is over the peoples, 

 but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. 

Nations will come to your light,  

 and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look about you:  

 All assemble and come to you; 

 your sons come from afar,  

 and your daughters are carried on the arm. 

Then you will look and be radiant,  

 your heart will throb and swell with joy; 

 the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,  

 to you the riches of the nations will come. 

Herds of camels will cover your land,  

 young camels of Midian and Ephah. 

And all from Sheba will come,  

 bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.”  
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 72 

The Son will be a King who rules over all nations. 

 

  

 

 Endow the King with your justice, O God, 

  the royal Son with your righteousness. 

 

 He will defend the afflicted among the people 

  and save the children of the needy. 

 

 He will endure as long as the sun, 

  as long as the moon, through all generations. 

 

 He will be like rain falling on a mown field, 

  like showers watering the earth.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 All kings will bow down to him, 

  and all nations will serve him. 

 

 All nations will be blessed through him, 

  and they will call him blessed.  
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 Praise be to the LORD God, who alone does marvelous deeds. 

  May the whole earth be filled with his glory. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain 

 

Second Lesson Ephesians 3:2-12 

All nations share in the promises of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, that 

is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. In reading this, then, 

you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to 

men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 

This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of 

one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his 

power. Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the 

Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of this 

mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. His intent was that now, 

through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in 

the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.  

 

Verse of the Day 

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him. Alleluia. 
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Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 

The wise men worshiped Jesus as the Savior of the nations. 

 

 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east 

came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star 

in the east and have come to worship him.” 

 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called 

together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be 

born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

  for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’ ” 
 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 

He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find 

him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went 

ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense 

and of myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 

country by another route. 
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Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) In the Bleak Midwinter 

 by Christina Rossetti 

 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,  

Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;  

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,  

In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;  

Heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.  

In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed  

The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.  

 

Angels and archangels may have gathered there,  

Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;  

But his mother only, in her maiden bliss,  

Worshiped the beloved with a kiss.  

 

What can I give him, poor as I am?  

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;  

Yet what I can I give him? Give my heart. 

 

Hymn of the Day How Lovely Shines the Morning Star 

Christian Worship 79 

 

Sermon Ephesians 3:2-12 

The Mystery of Grace Revealed 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,   
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 of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church for Epiphany 

M: O Lord, you once led the Magi and brought them into the presence of Christ by the light of a 

star. 

 

C: Shine the light of your Word on those still living in darkness, that they also may be 

brought into Christ’s marvelous light and believe in him whom you have sent. 

 

M: O Lord, may your light shine on us and through us in our words and our works of faith. Send 

forth your blessing upon the proclamation of your Word that those who hear may believe and 

have life in your name. 

 

C: Bless all pastors, missionaries, and church workers and bring to fruit their faithful labors 

for your kingdom.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: O Lord, may your light shine on and through those whose lives are touched by struggle, 

sorrow, illness, despair, and death as they bear witness to your ever-abiding presence. 

 

C: Come to the aid of all who have asked for our prayers, and grant them healing, strength, 

comfort, and peace according to your will. 

 

M: O Lord, may your light shine upon the new year as you teach us to number our days aright and 

apply our hearts to that which is good and wise. 

 

C: As you once received the gifts of the Magi, receive our time, talents, and treasures that we 

bring as signs of our gratitude and faith. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 

M: O Lord, may your light shine in our hearts and our lives as we receive your holy Supper and 

depart from your house into the world. 

 

C: Hear our prayers for the sake of your Son who shattered this world’s darkness with 

everlasting light. Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory. 

 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory forever and ever. 
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
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Be seated 

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 11 of Christian Worship. 

 

Distribution Hymns As With Gladness Men of Old 

 Christian Worship 83 

 

Prepare the Royal Highway (see pg. 17) 

Christian Worship Supplement 702 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 

Christian Worship 312 

 

Please stand 

 

THANKSGIVING 
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M: O Jesus Christ, Light from Light, long ago you came into our dark world to deliver us from 

eternal death. We give you thanks for coming to us today in Word and Sacrament. Through 

these means of grace, give us the strength of heart and mind to proclaim your light to those still 

living in darkness, that they might also be brought into your marvelous light; for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Brightest and Best (stanzas 1 & 4) 

Christian Worship 92 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused. 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  

“Hail, O Source of Every Blessing” Text public domain. 

 “Psalm 72” Tune Dale Wood. Reprinted from Seasonal Psalms © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House.  

 Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. Tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 

“Prepare the Royal Highway” Text © 1978 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Tune public domain. 

“Baptized Into Your Name Most Holy” Text and tune public domain.  



pg. 16 

 

Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Eric Sipe, organ (Saturday) 

 Dan Schmal, organ (Sunday) 

 Mary Schmal & Michelle Fink, vocals 

  

Communion Assistants Dan Ebeling, Brett Kriese, Jon Johnson (8:00 a.m.) 

Dave Allerheiligen, Andrew Duncan, Adam Goede (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Greeters Adam & Jenny Greggs, Mark & Mary Gaub (8:00 a.m.) 

 Marcus & Karah Radue, Becky Rehborg (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Head Ushers Michael Schneider (Saturday) 

 Mark Meissner (8:00 a.m.) 

 Matt Bahr (10:30 a.m.) 

 

AV Operators Lyle Haferman (8:00 a.m.) 

 Ben Haferman (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Worship Notes 

 
• The altar flowers are placed by Kurt, Julie, John, and Ryan Handeland in celebration of Marlie 

Campbell’s 18th birthday. 
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Parents’ Preview for January 12 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Baptized Into Your Name Most Holy” stanza 1 

(Christian Worship 294) 
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Sunday Bible Classes  
Sunday Bible study and Sunday school resume today at 9:15 a.m. 

A staffed nursery is available during Bible study. 

 

Male and Female He Created Them 

Taught by Pastor Eric Schroeder in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Sex. Gender. Masculine and feminine. Male and female. Are we still allowed to use these terms in 

today’s world? How do we maintain a biblical stance without getting ourselves into trouble? Good 

questions, right? Our synod has recently produced a timely Bible study on this topic, and we will spend 

several weeks going back to the one true source of teaching. We may adjust our terminology, but we 

dare not adjust God’s Word. Time-permitting, we will also discuss a supplementary statement on 

human sexuality, personhood, and identity. Join us on Sunday mornings for this relevant topical study.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Epiphany 
 

 
 

 
  

M 1 Thessalonians 5:5-11 1 John 8:12-20 

T Ephesians 5:8-14 Acts 11:1-18 

W 1 John 2:7-11 John 9:1-12 

R 1 John 1:5-10 John 9:24-39 

F John 3:16-21 Matthew 5:13-16 

S 1 John 2:12-17 Revelation 21:9-12, 21-27 



 

 


